
 

 
 

 

11th May 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 

We would like to start this letter by saying we hope you and your families are safe and 
well and to thank you most sincerely for your superb support of the school during such 

unprecedented and challenging times.  Thank you. 

 
When we look back, it seems hard to imagine how the school managed to open for the 

children of key workers on Monday 23rd March when we only received the key 

workers list from the Government in the early hours of Friday 20th March.  We didn't 

receive any guidance from the Government about how to reopen for children of key 
workers until after we had already reopened.  Therefore, we would like to pay tribute 

to our wonderful staff who spent the weekend in school making the necessary 

arrangements to enable us to reopen for the children of key workers and for how they 
adapted with incredible positivity and flexibility to a new style of working, both in 

school, and remotely.  

 
Our pupils also deserve an enormous 'round of applause' for how they have managed 

without 'normal' school and adapted to a remote way of working/life.  The great 

majority of our staff are also parents/carers and fully understand how difficult this has 

all been.  We are full of admiration for all of our pupils and for their parents/carers 
who we know have also had to take on new roles.  We can only assume from the work 

our teachers have seen remotely that the quality of home-schooling has been of the 

highest level and we look forward to one day receiving applications from our 
parents/carers for any teaching vacancies we may have!  

 

We would also like to express our sincere gratitude to all of our parents/carers who are 

key workers for the amazing job you are doing to help fight Coronavirus.  The country 
owes you an enormous debt of gratitude.  Thanks are also due to the many, many 

parents/carers who have sent in such wonderfully supportive (and at times very 

emotional) emails and cards.  We have even received some delicious home-made 
cakes.  We cannot stress enough how much your kindness kept us all going and lifted 

our spirits during those very dark days before Easter and beyond.  Thank you.  It 

makes us feel proud of the Aston Fields Middle School community and the family 
approach and ethos of our school. 

 

You will probably have already heard by now that the Government has announced that 

if it deems it safe to do so, it intends to partially reopen schools from 1st June 2020, 

but this is the earliest date it could happen, and if it does, it will take the format of a 

phased re-opening for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils only.  It is very important 

for parents/carers of Year 6 pupils to understand that when this happens, it will not be 

an instant return to 'normal' school life and you and your children should be prepared 

for this. 
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We are now waiting for the Government to issue guidance to schools on how we are 

allowed to safely reopen (in particular, about how we are to apply social distancing 

rules to a larger number of people in order to keep children, their families and staff 

safe, which is always our first priority) so Mrs Hales and Mrs Teer, Heads of 
School/Acting Headteachers, will be in touch with you again, once we have received 

and digested the further guidance and have had an opportunity to formulate our plans 

and consider our staffing levels, including staff who are shielding.  For now, home-
schooling will continue as the school must remain closed to all but the children who 

have been attending since 23rd March. 

 

In the meantime, we are looking forward to possibly being able to welcome some of 

our pupils back to school soon.  For those that will be continuing with remote 
learning, thank you for your perseverance and for trying your best with this.  We 

really appreciate your incredible support during such challenging and unprecedented 

times. 
 

Stay safe and well. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

       
 

 
S P Cox     Mrs J Richardson 

Executive Leader/Headteacher/   Chair of Governors 

National Leader of Education 
 


